
Lupeôs Thrift Shop 
opened in grand 
style on the week-
end of September 
9th and 10th.               
Father  David            
Donnay, OSC 
blessed   Lupeôs 
Thrift Shop after 
our Sunday liturgy 
in late  August. 

Paul and Shirley 
Davis joined us for 
the ribbon cutting ceremony 
along with about 50 guests on 
Saturday, September 10th.  
We are grateful to Shirley             
and Paul for their continued               
support of various Monastery 
endeavors.  Their ideas and 
contributions have been a 
huge help to us.   

The mission of Lupeôs Thrift 
shop is to provide ministry to 
those in need.  Those who have 
come to Lupeôs Thrift Shop have 
been delighted with the gently used 
items and the hospitality that                  
pervades throughout the store.                     
Listening to the customers as they 
choose clothing for their children that 
they couldnôt purchase from another 
store delights the hearts of all our 
volunteers.  This is what we are about 
as we listen to Godôs call for us at this 
time.  What more could we ask to 
follow Godôs call for us. 

Mickie Vaquera and Irene Martinez 
are the co-directors of Lupeôs Thrift 
Shop and  Suzanne Bernhardt is the  

accountant.  All three have 
done a wonderful job of     
planning and organizing the 
whole project. 

Gently used donations are 
always welcome, you are     
welcome to bring donations to  
Lupeôs Thrift Shop on                
Mondayôs, Tuesdays,               
Thursdays, Fridays, and                
Saturdays.  If you would like to 
volunteer on Mondayôs for 
straightening up; Tuesday for 

sorting; Thursdays for 
preparing for sales; or 
Friday or Saturday for 
sales contact Mickie 
Vaquera or Irene            
Martinez to sign up.   

We congratulate              
Mickie, Irene, Suzanne 

and all of the           
volunteers for 
their tremendous 
success in this 

first month.  Twenty one volunteers 
contributed 295 hours with the Thrift 
Shop!  Together they have worked to 
bring in $2,283.78!!!!    In October, 
$2,375.88 was raised with serving 
520 people.  This is tremendous! 
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Dear Friends, 

We hope that you are having 

a wonderful and blessed 

fall.  

Life at the Monastery has 

been fast paced and filled 

with many blessings! 

Our Development committee 

has been working very hard 

in submitting grants.  

The Fiesta Committee is in 

full swing for November 

5th. 

We welcome Patty Vincent 

and Sister Weronica to the 

Monastery.  Sister is work-

ing at St. Vincent de Paul 

School in second grade.  

Patty is a full time            

volunteer at the Monastery 

and is helping us in many 

areas. 

òLupeõs Thrift Shopó opened 

in early September and is  

doing fabulously well. 

òBenedictõs Gardenó has 

taken on new  dimensions 

with refugees, elementary 

school children, and the 

neighborhood. 

Enjoy our news... 

Mickie Vaquera, Suzanne                

Bernhardt, and Irene Martinez.  

Shirley Davis, Sister Linda, 

and Paul Davis at Ribbon  

Cutting  Ceremony.  

Volunteer Training for Lupeõs Thrift Shop 



As òBenedictõs Gardenó enters into 

itõs third season, many blessings are 

coming to the Garden.  

òBenedictõs Gardenó was begun 

with the intent of 

returning the 

ground to an all             

natural garden that 

would benefit the 

Monastery with              

produce for the 

community, the re-

treat programs, and 

the opportunity to sell produce at a 

Farmerõs Market.  In addition 

providing for donations to Andre 

House, Tolleson Food Bank, and St. 

Maryõs Food Bank. 

Last spring we met Tim and Worku 

from the  

Interna-

tional Res-

cue Com-

mittee 

[IRC] and 

they were 

interested in using our garden to 

train refugees and assist us in open-

ing the garden to  children at the 

local  elementary schools, neigh-

bors, and our faith community.  IRC 

would teach all how to garden in 

Arizona.   

Six refugee fam-

ilies from Afri-

ca, Burma, and  

Cambodia will 

be in the pro-

ject.   In addi-

tion, we invited 

each of the 

schools in our 

neighborhood 

and received a 

reply from De-

sert  Horizon  

 

Elementary School.  The faculty and 

students are excited about this op-

portunity and have committed to 

the project. Mr. T. [School Counse-

lor] his student leader-

ship team and twelve 

classrooms of students 

will be participating in 

the garden.  Six  families 

from the neighborhood 

and 14 families from the 

Monastery will be  par-

ticipating in the garden 

project.  Not everyone 

could be present for the first gath-

ering on Saturday, Oct. 15th, how-

ever, 51 people represented the 

various 

families 

and 

groups.  

In this 

group 

five lan-

guages 

were 

spoken:  French, Burmese, Cambo-

dian, Spanish, and English       

We are really excited about learn-

ing as we have searched for a men-

tor since before starting the garden 

and now we will receive the exper-

tise of Tim and Worku, who have 

their Masterõs degree and Doctor-

ate degrees in Agriculture.  

We are 

grate-

ful to 

all who 

have 

and 

contin-

ue to 

be a 

part of 

the garden:  Raul Diaz, Armando  

 

 

 

Vaquera, 

Grace 

and Vic 

Galaviz, 

Suzanne 

Bern-

hardt, 

Greg                             

    

                                              

Hernandez, 

Evvere Antho-

ny, Geraldine 

Rodriguez, 

Juan Rodriguez 

and all who 

have helped 

from time to 

time.  

In addition, we would like to thank 

Ken Sheely for bringing his tractor 

to rip the garden.  This was a huge 

help to us as his tractor took about 

an hour to rip the garden.  Thanks 

Ken!  Ken and his partner Bobby 

are the owners of the Fear Farm 

on 99th and McDowell and were 

most gra-

cious in 

helping us 

prepare the 

garden.  

Richard Al-

cocer and  

Manny                

Verdugo did a great job working 

with Raul Diaz on       surveying the 

garden for proper drainage and 

run for the water!  

Grand Canyon University, ASU 

West, and St. Thomas Moore 

Youth Group came to volunteer 

their Services to Benedictõs Gar-

den and were a tremendous help 

to us.  Each group promises to 

return, we are most grateful for 

their enthusiasm and interest in 

Benedictõs Garden! 
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Benedictõs 

Garden expands 

into 

educational               

training                      

garden 


